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PaStor’S CorNer 
 

A continuation of our holy water discussion: 
 

Baptismal Water is blessed at the celebration of 

Baptism, on Holy Saturday & Pentecost eve for 

use during the Sacrament of Baptism.  In blessing 

the Baptismal Water, some cultures observe the 

rite of lowering the Paschal Candle into the water 

and/or the celebrant (priest/deacon) dipping his 

hands into the water, while others observe the 

rite of mingling water with the Oil of Catechumens 

& the Holy Chrism.  Most dioceses in the US 

observe the first rite mentioned in the blessing of 

the Baptismal Water. Water of Consecration, 

known as the “Gregorian Water”, because Pope 

Gregory IX strictly ordered its use in the 

consecration/dedication of a church, is another 

form of holy water. Some cultures observe the 

ritual of mingling water, wine, ashes & salt in the 

blessing of this holy water. The third form of holy 

water, the Easter Water, refers to the holy water 

blessed by the priest for solemn blessing of 

houses on Holy Saturday, filling the baptismal font 

with some portions of the water & distributing the 

remainder to the people on Holy Saturday & 

Easter for personal & devotional use. Ordinary 

Holy Water refers to water blessed by the priest to 

be used in the sprinkling over the people before 

Mass; blessing of things, homes, etc. & in the 

cups at church entrances. Ordinary holy water is 

the type used by Catholics when entering the 

church to make the sign of the Cross as a 

reminder of the Sacrament of Baptism. Some 

cultures have the mingling of salt with water in 

the blessing of this form of holy water – a custom 

that dates back probably to the second century.  

I hope this explanation clarifies any confusion & 

explains why there is Ordinary Holy Water in the 

cup bowls at the entrances but there is no 

constant Baptismal Water in our baptismal font, 

especially when there have been no Baptisms. 

Since this edition of our newsletter is out before 

Easter, I wish you & your family a happy & joyful 

Easter celebration.  Thanks for keeping the Faith!  

 

~Fr. Alfred Obiudu 

 

During the Pandemic 
 

During this lockdown, do not forget to check 

our Facebook page & website to watch 
livestream videos of our daily & Sunday 

mass & other liturgical activities.  
Irrespective of the current pandemonium 

caused by COVID-19, lots of wonderful 
things are happening in our parish family. 
 

New Parishioners 
 

St. Leo’s is delighted to have the following 

families join OUR parish family: 
Lisa White, Glen & April King, Shelby 

Clements, Renee Swartz and family 
Sevanna, Sophia, Michael Shawn, Shane, 
Shaylee, Samuel, Sadie, and Seth, Pete & 

Ellen Lacey, Thomas & Teresa Barth, 
Tremayne & Karen Thompson-Pollard & son, 

Tremayne, Wilfredo & Teresita Glorioso and 
Roland and Kathleen Childs.  
 

Congratulations Little Ones!! 
 

Claire Marie Anderson and Emilia Jo 

Heckman were baptized in February. 
Congratulations and welcome to the St. 

Leo’s family. 
 

IMPORTANT MILESTONES 
 

Congratulations to Marsha and John Krashoc 

on their 50th Wedding Anniversary taking 
place on June 20th.   
 

Vicariate Council Members 
 

Once things get back to ‘normal’, the parish 

will vote on the two members to represent 
St. Leo’s and join the other parishes in the 

area in creating the Diocesan Council with 
Bishop Brannon.  Continue to pray for the 
nominees.  
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Featured Ministry 
Liturgical Arts & the Kitchen 
 

The Liturgical Arts Committee does all of 
the decorating for the church.  Colors 

matter! For Lent, purple dominates and 
week 5 shrouds the statues.  Red 

designates Palm Sunday, then back to 
purple for Holy Week. White is for Holy 
Thursday, and Holy Saturday white & gold 

displays among the spring flowers.  White 
stays until Pentecost when red is used, 

then it is back to green for Ordinary time.  
Anyone interested in helping, please 
contact Carole Kordyak at 

ckordyak@gmail.com  
 

Carla Hopkins takes care of the kitchen for 

Bingo, Craft Fairs and Yard sales.  In 
addition, she organizes the Volunteer 

dinner, along with any special events the 
parish is planning.  All booking events for 
the Fellowship Hall, and any kitchen 

matter with regards to health inspections 
are also handled by Carla. 
 

UPCOMING EVENTs  
(Cancellations may occur - check St. Leo’s website) 
 

April 12 - Easter  
May 15/16 - Parish Yard Sale 

June 13 - Discernment for interested 
Pastoral Council members 

June 9 - 4th Anniversary St. Leo’s Bingo 
July 13/17- VBS 5:30pm – 9:00pm 
July 4 - Parish Picnic  
 

Amazon Smile  
 

Quarterly report from Amazon shows 
$107.76 in donations were given to St. 
Leo’s for Oct-Dec 2019.  You can help out 

twice by purchasing an Amazon gift card! 

 

Catholics in Action 
 

11th HOUR ANGELS  
 

John Woynicz has volunteered at the Hospice 
Care unit at the Veterans Medical Center for 

over 6+ years.  The volunteers are called the 
11th Hour Angels, who sit with dying veterans, 

who either have no family, or the families 
cannot provide 24-hour coverage. 
 

SUICIDE PREVENTION HOTLINE  
 

Claudia Bell is a trained volunteer as an active 

listener through Concern Hotline.  She provides 
online calm and comfort interaction in times of 

stress or crisis.  Through a toll free 24/7/365 
anonymous referral, the crisis intervention and 

suicide prevention hotline provide services to 
the Northern Shenandoah Valley. 
 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 

The gift card program had an increase in 

February allowing $1000 to be given towards 
the mortgage.  Thanks to all for stepping up. 

Let’s keep the momentum going! Your 
contribution helps in reducing our debt! 
 

Lenten Fish Fry 
 

The Fish Fry was underway for three weeks. 
The first week brought in $1,941, the second 

week $1,840, and the third week $1,113.  
Since the fish fry was cancelled, please support 
your local businesses during this pandemic 

crisis! 
 

Newsletter Team 
 

Got some scoop?  The editors of Joyful Noise 
are Sheri Lincecum, Karen Bageant and Dennis 
Kordyak.  Email us at joyfulnoise@stleo.com. 

 


